Regulation

Glyphosate has been registered for use in at least 130 countries (Dill et al., 2010). In the United States it
is currently classified by the US EPA as Group E for carcinogenicity (showing lack of carcinogenicity for
humans) on the basis of a 1991 evaluation. All US uses are eligible for registration on the basis of a
finding that glyphosate “does not pose unreasonable risks or adverse effects to humans or the
environment” (US EPA, 1993). A review conducted in 2001 in connection with the registration process
in the European Union similarly concluded that there was no evidence of carcinogenicity (European
Commission, 2002).

Nevertheless, as worldwide adoption rates of herbicide-resistant crops and the use of glyphosate have
risen in recent years (Duke and Powles, 2009), restriction of glyphosate use has been enacted or
proposed in several countries. Documented actions are few. These include a restriction of use by
consumers and of use in certain public areas beginning in 2015 and 2017, respectively, in the
Netherlands (reference). In 2013, the Legislative Assembly of El Salvador voted a ban on the use of
pesticides containing glyphosate in 2013 (Republica de El Salvador, 2013). Sri Lanka is reported to have
instituted a partial ban based on an increasing number of cases of chronic kidney disease among
agricultural workers, but to have lifted it two months later (ColomboPage, 2014). Such actions have
arisen from a number of viewpoints, including due to the development of resistance among weed
species as well as due to health concerns.
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